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an the evils by which the Eaſt- 
India Company have been greatly 
injured, there are none that have lain more 
deeply concealed, or, that are ſtill, perhaps, 
more difficult to be eradipated, than thoſe 
which have crept into the bufineſs of their 
ſhipping. They have worked like a worm 
into its body, and haye preyed upon its vi- 
tals for ſo long a continuance, that the 
whole conſtitution ſeems to be affected by 
it; and they, ſtill, retain ſo firm a hold, 
that there ſeems to be only one remedy left, 
by which a radical cure can eyer be reaſon- 
ably expected. 

By the appointment of a Committee of 
Proprietors in 1772, when, by a ſeries of 
the moſt groſs miſmanagement, the-Com- 
pany had been brought to the verge of 
bankruptcy, the myſterious tranſactions of 
the Directors, until that time, in a great 
| | B meaſure, 
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7.7 
meaſure, impenetrable to any but the Ele, 
were laid fully open to thoſe of the Com- 
mittee who were inclined to undertake the 
examination of ſuch voluminous proceed- 
ings; and among other matters that oc- 

_ curred on that occafion, their report of the 
enormous expences that attended the bu- 
ſineſs of their ſhipping, had attracted the 
particular attention of the Proprietors ; and 
another Committee was appointed to con- 
ider, along with other matters, of proper 
regulations for the future management of 
that branch; the reſolutions of which 
Committee, with the proceedings at the 
India Houſe, on that occafion, have al- 
ready been laid before the Public. | 

It happened indeed, unluckily, that the 
Chairman of the Company, at that time, 
was too deeply concerned in the ſhipping 
buſineſs, and no one knew better how to 
avail himſelf of his ſtation. He was poſ- 
ſeſſed of talents particularly well el to 
the governing principles, and politics of the 
times, at the India-Houſe.---He could not, 
in his own name at leaſt, engage in the 

profitable _ buſineſs of ſhip Puſbanding, 

whilſt he continued in the Direction, as 
being 9 contrary to the letter of the 
gth bye-law ; but it could be no legal ob- 
jection to his brother's being a principal 
dealer in that branch ; and although it had 
been alſo provided by the ſame law, That 
no ſhip ſhould be hired, or freighted by the 
Directors, 


(2) 
Directors, in which any Director was di- 
rectiy or indirefly concerned,” he had inte- 
reſt, and addreſs ſufficient, t6 perſuade his 
brethren in the Direction, that being Rope- 
maker General to all the Blackwall India- 
men, which were by much the greater part 
of the Company's ſhipping, ought not to be 
conſidered as within the letter or ſpirit of 
that law. And however inſignificant ſuch 
a buſineſs might appear, he contrived by 
his dexterity, and good management in it, 
to amaſs as much wealth as many reputed 
Nabobs, but without the leaſt Tae of 
their diflipating ſpirit; for he lived poor, 
and died rich. 

From his intimate connection with a nu- 
merous ſhipping party, which had been 
firmly cemented by mutual intereſt, with 
but a ſcanty portion of knowledge in other 
matters, and a liberal one of left-handed 
wiſdom, he had acquired a conſiderable in- 
fluence in the Direction; and contrived, by 
his management, to fruſtrate the honeſt en- 
deavours of the Committee and diſintereſted 
Proprietors, to eſtabliſh proper regulations 
for the ſhipping department; and, although 
he quis this ſtage ſoon after; the ſame 
pon has hickerts prevented the Direc- 
tors from bringing forward any regulations 
for that purpoſe, notwithſtanding it had 
been referred to them by a General Court 
in 1774, now almoſt four years fince, with 
a particular requiſition of laying them be- 
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fore the Proprietors, for: their approbation, 


as ſoon as 18 could be done conventently. - 
It happens fortunately for the Company, 
that a majarity-of the Gentlemen at preſent 
in the Direction, have, at laſt, taken up 
this buſineſs on the moſt proper grounds, 
that of building and navigating their on 


ſhips 3 by which means only the numerous 
evils which. have been ſuffered to ſpread 
through all the various branches of this de- 


partment ean ever be effectually eradicated; 
and have aecordingly come to a reſolution not 
to admit any new ſhip to be built for the 
Company's ſetvice until after the 3d of July 
next; before which time, it was declared 
from the Chair, at the laſt Quarterly Court, 


that it Was intended to lay their whole pro- 


ceedings in this buſineſs before a General 


Court. 23 1. 10 Deen . 
There can be no doubt of the ſtrongeſt 


oppoſition to a reformation of this nature, 
from - a party who have long been in the 
poſſeſſion of immenſe profits, extorted, in 
a great meaſure from the Company, by the 
moſt flagrant combination of the ſhip huſ- 


fairly examined into by the Proprietors, 
there can be no doubt of its meeting the 
higheſt approbation.; nor will it probably 


which at that time was very formidable, 


but ſince much diminiſhed by an increaſe of 


the qualification neceſſary to a voting Pro- 


prietor; 


bands; but when this buſineſs comes to be 


63% 


orſctor; and the effectual has laid by Par- 
liament againſt the ſurreptitious ones, to 
prevent its being cliieually carried into 
execution. 
Upon a proper inveſtigation of chis bu- 
Gable it will appear, perhaps, of as much 
importance as any that ever came under the 
conſideration of a General Court; it may, 
therefore, be extremely proper to lay a fair 
ſtate, of the matter before the Proprietors 
for their previous examination; and as- it 
has happened to me to be appointed one of 
the Committee to conſider, amongſt other 
matters, of. praper-regulations for the Com- 
pany's ſhipping, and that I had endeavoured 
to obtain the cleareſt information relative to 
this buſineſs, from a laborious inſpection of 
the accounts of the Company, and an exa- 
mination of the proper officers, I ſhall beg 
leave to lay ſuch as had occurred upon thar 
occaſion, - before the Proprietors and the 
Public ; from which, I ſhould imagine, the 
immenſe profits that muſt reſult to the 
Company from building, and navigating 
their ſhips, will appear too evident to be 
contradicted by the moſt unbluſhing ſhip- 
huſband. 1 hall appeal to the records of the 
Company for facts, and to plain figures for 
conſequential proofs of the extraordinary 
profits to be derived from this meaſure,  - 
There are many Proprietors, and poſſibly 
ſome of the Directors, who have not taken 
the trouble of examining minutely into the 


vaſt 
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vaſt expences paid by the Company for 
freight and demorage ; and as an authentic 
proof of theſe articles, amongſt others, has 
been annexed to the report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine into the ſtate 


of their affairs in 1772, I ſhall refer to that 


account as an undeniable evidence of this 
matter, which ſtands for that and five years 
antecedent, as follows : . 


The expences of freight and 7 
demorage in 1767 631,568 
1763 - - - $522,804 
1769 - - 469,201 
1770 - = 668,774 
171 = = 4933237 
1772 =- = =- $50,000 


: Total L. 3,235, 5 54 
Which on average of fix years, is 


. 539.2 50 per annum. 


The quantity of inveſtments brought 
home for the Company during that period 
is ſtated at 90,000 tons, which, on average, 
is 15,000 ton per annum; and the average 
price paid by the Company for the ſeveral 
goods, on account of freight and demorage, 
during theſe fix years, was . 35 125. 24.3 
per ton. 

As I am not inclined to withold any in- 
formation that can poſſibly help towards 
elucidating ſo important a ſubject, it may 
be proper to take notice of a pamphlet, 
publiſhed in 1775, entitled, Os&/ervations 

on 


. F..) 
on the Eaft-India Shipping, wherein this 
int is ſtated in a different manner. 

The author ſays, the expences paid by 
the Company on account of freight and 
demorage, from 1767 to 1773, 'both years 
incluſive, amounted to J. 3,470, 605, the 
average of which is . 495, 801 per annum 
nearly; which makes a difference between 
this and the foregoing account of £.43,458 
fer annum, in theſe articles, 

He has ſtated the quantity of goods im- 
ported on. account of the Company at 
104,987 tons, in theſe ſeven years, which 
comes to 14,998 tons per annum, and makes 
a difference of two tons per annum only. 

He ſtates the price paid, on average, for 
freight and demorage, at J. 33 1s. 1d. 4, 
which makes a difference of 4.2 11s. 1d. 
per ton ; a very material one, indeed, on 
90,000 tons. But as this author has (tated 
the expences of the Company for freight 
and demorage in the groſs, for ſeven years, 
at {.3,470,605; and the Committee of 24 
Proprietors, after a ſcrutinous examination, 
have ſtated the ſame expences annually, for 
the firſt fix of the ſame years, at G. 3, 235,5 54. 
it leaves but {.235,051 on account of the 
lame expences in 1773, which makes a 
difference of . 304, z08, in the expences 
on this head, for that year, and will account 
for the difference of J. 2 115. 1d. per ton 
for freight and demorage, on the whole 
quantity imported by the Company. 


The 
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The reputed. author of this pamphlet 18 
ſuppoſed, from his ſtation, to have the full 
inſpection of all the Company's accounts; 


bur with the greateſt deference to his aceu- 


racy and veracity, I cannot help conſidering 


the authority before cited, to be almoſt of 


equal weight with his, in this point. 
As the expences that have been paid by 
the Company for freight and demorage are 
very evident, the next point to be con- 
ſidered is the price at which the ſame quan- 
tity of goods might have been brought 
home in ſhips of their own, navigated by 
themſelves ; and in order to do this more 
effectually, with reſpe& both to profit and 
fafety, I ſhould propoſe their having but 
two claſſes of ſhipping; the one of 1,100 
tons builder's meaſure, for the inveſtments. 
from China, Bencoolen, and Bombay ; the 


other of 600 tons, or thereabout, for Coaſt 
and Bay. 


Upon a fair eſtimate of the expences at 
which a ſhip of each of theſe ſizes may be 
built and navigated, it will appear pretty 


_ evidently at what price per ton for freight 


the Company may import their goods from 
India; and for this purpoſe I ſhall ſtate an 
account current for ſix voyages, for each, 
at the higheſt prices that have been paid for 
every article; or, perhaps, even charged 
by the moſt extravagant ſhip-huſband to the 
owners. I ſay ſix voyages, on a preſump- 
tion that the Company will have no more 

ſhips 


(9) 
ſhips than may be found ſufficĩent for their 
purpoſe, and can have no kind of doubt 
that ſhips, under ſuch circumſtances, will 
make ſix voyages to India with as much 
ſafety as they now make four, and nearly 
in as ſhort a time as they have done here- 
tofore, when their number amounted to 
eighty-eight, and one half of them lay in 
the wet docks, with their timbers, rigging, 
and ſtores, periſhing, to the great injury of 
the Public as well as of the Company; nor 
would ſo many of the other half have often 
been employed were it not for the prevailing 
influence of particular Directors, or ſhip- 
huſbands, who ſent them to India to come 
home half freighted for the Company, and 
at immoderate prices; yet often fully laden 
for purpoſes ruinous to their ſales. | 
It muſt be premiſed, that the following 
accounts are ſtated at the current prices 
uſually paid in times of peace, which was 
the caſe during the fix years for which the 
expences of the Company for freight and 
demorage have been already laid down ; I 
ſhall, however, to avoid cavils, ſtate the 
firſt coſt, and all expences relative to the 
outſet and diſburſe of a ſhip of 1,100 tons 
builder's meaſure at J. 26, ooo, with 140 
ſeamen to man her, at J. 1 6s. for each per 
month for 18 months, with . 15 per 
month for Commander and Mates. 
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Tt appears very evidently by this account; 
that this ſhip, at the rate of £:18 per ton 
for freight will not only diſcharge the coſt 
of building, outſet, inſurance, intereſt, and 
all other expences incurred, at the end of 
her fourth voyage, but will alſo produce a 
clear balance of {.26,853 17s. 6d. which is 
more than ſufficient to pay for the building 
and outſet of a new ſhip, and at the end of 
her fixth voyage will leave a profit, on ba- 
lance of the whole, to the amount of 
 £-54,313 17s. 6d. which is more than will 
be required for the payment of two new 
ſhips of the ſame ſize, and the expences of 
their firſt outſet and diſburſe. 
At the average price paid by the Com 

any for freight, which appears to have 
. 1.35 125. 2d. per ton, the freight 
of this ſhip in one voyage would have 
amounted to 5, 621 10s. which is 
1.16, 345 more than the firſt coſt, and all 
expences ; and even at £.33 15s. 1d. + per 
ton, the average price ſtated by the author 
of Obſervations on the Eaſt-India Shipping, 
it would have amounted to /. 47, 928, 
which is J. 12,652 more than the whole 
charge. „ 
The immenſe difference between the 
price of freight charged in the foregoing 
account, and that which appears to have 
been paid by the Company, will hardly, 
1 we be credited by thoſe who will not 
e the trouble of examining into the mat- 
SES an = | ter; 


( 14 ) 
ter; but the fact is too ſtubborn to bend to 
any man's arbitrary repreſentation. 
Nothing can be leſs entertaining to a 

reader than dry calculations, yet they are 
eſſentially neceſſary to the inveſtigation of a 
buſineſs of this nature; and as it is propoſed 
that two claſſes of ſhipping only ſhall be 
employed, in future, by the Company, the 
Mating an account current for a ſhip of 600 
tons, builder's meaſure, for Coaſt and Bay, 
becomes unavoidable; the firſt coſt of which, 
and caſh to diſburſe on outſet, cannot well 
be eftimated at more than L. 16, ooo, nor 
can more than 80 ſeamen, with proper 
officers, be e to _ {a ſmall a 
vefſel. 
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This ſmall ſhip, at £20. per ton for 


freight, leaves a balance of J. 7, 28 q to- 
u. building a new one ; but the ſhip of 
1,100 tons having a balance of 1.54.5813 
remaining, there will be a ſufficient ſum in 
hand to pay for the building and outſet of 
one large hip and two ſmall ones; and it 
is to be obſerved, that the ſecond ſett of 
ſhips thus ſent out, without the expence of 
inſurance or intereſt, will continue to bring 
home the ſeveral inveſtments from India at 
4. 15 per ton for freight ; and always leave 
a ſufficient balance to pay for others to re- 
lace them. 

From the foregoing accounts, it appears 
ent, that the Company, in the firſt 
inſtance, may bring home 9, 500 tons of 
goods from China, Bencoolen, and Bom- 
bay, for {.171,000---and 5,500 tons from 
Coaſt and Bay, . 1 10, ooo in the whole, 
L. a8 1, ooo; which is C. 258, 2 50 per. annum 
leſs than they paid on average of ſix years, 
to 1772. And by all the ſucceeding ſhips 
having the firſt coſt and outſet diſcharged by 
the balance profit arriving from the firſt 


ſett, they will continue to bring home the 


whole of the inveſtments at L.1i5 per ton, 
which will then be a further ſaving of 
{,.56,000 in the whole, to the amount of 


. 314, 2 50 per annum, which is conſider- 


ably more than the preſent dividend paid 
to the Proprietors, and this without any 
riſque, and with a very trifling adyance in 


caſh 
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taſh from the Company, for which even 
there is an allowance of 5 per cent. intereſt. 
1 am not quite ſo unteaſonable as to ex- 
pect that the ſhip- huſbands, or any of that 
party, will ever admit, that a ſhip of 1,100 
tons, builder's meaſure; can poſſibly bring 
home 1, 450 tons of goods from China or 
Bencoolen, or that a ſhip of -600 can bring 
home 700 tons from Coaſt and Bay. I have 
had too much experience of the very con- 
venient faculties of thoſe Gentlemen; of 
contradicting flatly any aſſertion or propo- 
ſition relative to the ſhipping buſineſs that 
does not coincide with their purpoſes z and 
as they have repeatedly inſiſted, that no ſhip 
can poſſibly carry goods to the amount of 
her builder's meaſure from Coaſt and Bay, 
or even from China, unleſs loaded with 
goods the moſt convenient for ſtowage, I 
ſhall take the liberty of ſtating a few in- 
ſtances, out of many ſhips on the Com- 
pany's books, that have carried goods to a 
greater amount conſiderably than their 
buildet's meaſure, beſides the goods allowed 
to the officers for private trade ; how much 
more for other purpoſes, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine. x | 


Builder's meaſure. Tons net for the Comp. 
In 1771 The Prince 864 tons 917 from China. 
1773 Royal Henty 804 ditto 869 ditto. 
1775'York - - 758 ditto 807 ditto Bencoolen. 
1776 Oſterly - 758 ditto 802 from China. 
1777 Royal Henry $804 ditto - 860 ditto. 

1778 D. of Grafton 804 ditw - 1001 ditto. 
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And to theſe might be added a liſt of 
many mote; the quantity of tonage carried 
out by the Vork, a ſhip of 758 tons, which 
failed from the Thames with 1071 tons on 
board, is too ſtrong and recent an inſtance, 
however, to be omitted; but it is ſtill ne- 
ceſſary to ſtate a more particular account of 
the Naſa, a imall veſſel of 531 tons, 

builder's meaſure, which in 1733 brought 

home the following inveſtments from Ben- 
gal for the Company: | | 


tons. qrs. 
Piece goods — - 277 3 
Raw ſilk = 58 + 
Cotton yarn +. Vi: 
Shellick - «< 4 
Sticklack = = „ 1 
Turmerick - - 8 
Cowries e922, 18:3 
Redwood =- 27 2 
Saltpetre 128 

537 3tons, 


Beſides 80 tons of private trade; in the 


Piece goods - 356 
E, ACE ATT 
" Redwood - << 28 2 
 Saltpetre - -- =» 122 + 


555 tons, 
Beſides 
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Beſides private trade and extra water, with 
other proviſions for 20 men more than will 
be admitted at this time to be her proportion. 
It is alfo to be remarked of this little 
ſhip, that ſhe carried 78 tons of bale 
goods more than her proportional quantity, 
which are the moſt diſadvantageous goods 
for ſtowage ; and had 43 tons of ſaltpetre, 
and 27 tons of pepper leſs than her propor- 
tion, which are the - moſt advantageous. 
And as it is admitted that a larger ſhip can 


carry more in proportion than the difference 


of tonnage, it is hoped no future aſſertion 
of that party will have any weight with the 
Directors, or Proprietors, in this point at 
leaſt. "OY 
The ſuperior advantages of large ſhips, - 
in preference to ſmall, for bringing home 
the China and Bencoolen inveſtments, might 
have appeared pretty evidently from the 
tender made to the Directors of the Royal 
Captain, the Prime, and the Princeſs 
Royal, to bring the Company's goods from 
China at Z.21 per ton, for as much as they 
could conveniently carry, which was abſo- 
lutely refuſed. | 
Sir George Colebrooke was at that time 
Chairman of the Company, and Mr. Sulli- 
van was Deputy; their influence was, un- 
luckily too prevalent in the Direction to ad- 
mit demonſtration even to have any weight, 
But they acted like the unjuſt Steward, and 
made unto themſelves friends of the Mam- 
WE” mon 
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mon of unrighteouſneſs. They ſent out 
eleven ſhips to bring home 4,609 tons, 
which might have been conveniently carried 
by. five; and they obliged the Company to 
pay £155,631. 13s. for what they were 

offered at C. 96, 789. which was not only a 
loſs of L. 58,842 13s. on that quantity, but 
alſo of the faireſt opportunity of reducing 

the exorbitant price of freight, and demon- 
ſtrating the ſuperior advantages of large 
ſhips for that trade. But an acquiſition of 
the friendſhip of eleven ſhip's huſbands, at 
the expence of {.58,842 13s. only to the 
Company, might have been conſidered by 
thoſe Gentlemen dog-cheap; though ſome 
Proprietors may be ſo ignorant, as to think 
the whole pack not worth half the money ; 
and the offering large ſhips to prove how 
much they could conveniently carry, would 
have been extremely injurious to their 
friends at Blackwall, where no large ſhip 
could be built. One of theſe Gentlemen 
has got, once more, into the Direction, and 
it is to be hoped he will not endeavour to 
prevent the Company from building and na- 
vigating their own ſhips, in return for the 
extraordinary intereft lately exerted in his 
favour by that Corporation. 

It is difficult, upon juſt and honeſt prin- 
ciples, to account for the behaviour of thoſe 
ſhip-huſbands, who have endeavoured to 
get their ſhips chartered at two thirds of 
their builder's tonnage ; they are paid by 

the 


1 


the ton for the goods they bring home for 
the Company; and one who is not in the 
ſectet, might reaſonably be of opinion, that, 
in juſtice to themſelves and their owners, 
they ſhould endeavour to get their ſhips as 
fully loaded as they could fafely carry. 
The ſpace unoccupied by the Company's 
goods is generally at the diſpoſal of the 
Commander of the ſhip; and the records of 
the Exchequer bear ample teſtimony of the 
uſe often — of it; and the ſhip-buſbands 
who join in leaving ſo much room unoccu- 
pied for the owners, give alſo great room 
to others to imagine them concerned in the 
purpoſes to which it is to be applied. 
It is ſtil more difficult to account for the 
behaviour of ſome Gentlemen, who are 
entruſted with the property of the Com- 
pany, and paid for their care and attention 
in the management of it, and who are tho- 
roughly acquainted with the evil conſe- 
quences that have attended the not loading 
the ſhips with a proper quantity of goods on 
the Company's account, both with reſpect 
to their ſales, and the injury of the public 
revenue, yet endeavour, by miſ-ſtating and 
perverting plain facts, to perſuade the Pro- 
prietors, 'that the ſhips are not capable of 
carrying even to the amount of their build- 
er's tonnage, and prevail on them to con- 
tinue the fame ruinous meaſures. 
A very flagrant inſtance of this has been 
lately given in the pamphlet already men- 
8 | tioned 


© 7» 


tioned, entitled, Obſervations on Eaſt-India 
Shipping. It is publiſhed without a name, 
and generally admitted, and ſaid to be ac- 


| knowledged by a Gentleman who was for- 


merly a Commander of an Indiaman, but 
at preſent a Director, who muſt be allowed 
to have had a great deal of practical expe- 
rience in his former occupation, and to be 
perfectly well acquainted with the moſt 
aavantageous method of ſtowing an India 
ſhip ; and is deemed to have made as proper 
wſe of bis knowledge, in this partigular, as 
any of his former brethren. But as he was 
in the Direction when he publiſhed this 


pamphlet, and conſequently paid by the 
Proprietors for his attention to their con- 


cerns, he may perhaps be imagined to have 
written ſome what partially in their favour; 
yet he has ſo effectually avoided any grounds 


of imputation of this nature, that the ſhip- 


ping party, particularly thoſe of Black- 
wall, conſider his authority as their ſheet- 


anchor ; nor can it be called ingratitude to 


his conſtituents, as he is probably indebted 
to them for his ſeat in the Direction. 

I have already ſhewn where this author 
has miſtaken, or miſ-ſtated the prices paid 
by the Company for freight and demorage 
from 1767 to 1773; and the next parti- 
cular I ſhall take notice of is, an egregious 
fallacy in ſtating the quantity of tonnage 
that can be carried by the Company's ſhips, 
which he citimates, p. 57. for a ”y 


"0.3 3 
1 of $80 tons burthen to be goo tons net; 

+ and a ſhip of 720 tons burthen to be 680 

«* tons net, provided the cargoes conſiſt only 

* of common boheas and ſinglo teas, a little 

1% China ware excepted; and from Ben- 

coolen, the large ſhip is computed to bring 

* home 860 tons; and the ſmall ſhip 700 

* tons of pepper.“ 

Without remarking on the evident in- 

conſiſtency of a large ſhip carrying a greater 

quantity of goods from China than from 
Bencoolen, and a ſmall ſhip carrying a 
greater quantity of goods from Bencoolen 
than from China, I ſhall very fairly admit, 
if any one of theſe eſtimates 1s founded on 
truth, or any one of the cargoes ſtated, be 
the full, or near the full quantity that a 
ſhip of either ſize can carry ſafely from 
either place, that the whole of the eſtimates 
I have laid dow mult neceſſarily fall to the 
ground. 

There is one point as eſſentially neceſſary 
to an author in treating of this ſubject as 
pradlical expertence in ſhipping, that is, at- 
tention to plain matter ot fact. I have al- 
ready mentioned ſeveral ſhips that have 
brought home conſiderably more than their 
tonnage, both from China and Bencoolen, 
and might have produced many others; 
there is hardly a year that does not furniſh 
ſome inſtance of the kind. He had 
full opportunity, as a Director, of ex- 
amining into the account of every ſhip's 
cargo; 
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cargo; he ſhews evidently he has examined 
into ſeveral of them, but a true ſtatement 
would not anſwer his purpoſe. He ſeems 
to have felt by anticipation the powerful 
effect of ſome facts, that muſt inevitably 
deſtroy the whole ſyſtem he has ſo labo- 
riouſly endeavoured to eſtabliſh ; which he 
has attempted to prevent by a flagrant mif- 
ſtatement, or rather a kind of Jeſuitical 
evaſion. | | 
He fays, p. 27 and 28,—* Many Gentle- 
« men are poſſeſſed with the belief, that 
« the ſhips will bring the builder's ton- 
* nage, excluſive of kintlege, from all the 
« three Preſidencies. This I do at no rate 
«© allow will be the caſe from any one of 
« them, and I found my opinion. on the 
*« prattical experience of the paſt, as well as 
*«« the preſent times. The ſhips from Ben- 
« gal formerly came nearer the builder's 
* e in the quantity laden on board, 
« than from either of the two coaſts; but 
e even the Naſſau, a ſhip that came loaded 
« from thence in the year 1733, had not the 
«« builder's tonnage in /a/rpetre, bale, and 
« cheſt goods by 20 tons; therefore, unleſs 
% thoſe goods ſhot looſe in the wings in 
« places where bale packages could not be 
« put are reckoned into the account, that 
„ (hip did not fairly bring the builder's 
«© meaſurement, &c.” 

I have already mentioned the particular 
articles and quantity of each ſpecies of goods 
brought 
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brought home by this ſhip in 1733, and alſo in 
1737, of which I have no doubt of his being 
as thoroughly informed as I am; and alfo 
of her carrying 78 tons of bale goods more, 
and 43 tons of ſaltpetre leſs than her pro- 
portional quantity, according to his own 
ſtatement of the goods to be brought from 
Bengal and Madraſs, in order to make the 
molt compleat cargoes for ſtowage, p. 56. 
| He has given another inſtance of the ſame 
actuating principle, p. 79, by ſtating the 
cargo of the York, a ſhip 758 tons, builder's 
meaſure, at 808 tons real meaſurement, and 
infiſts on her carrying out in 1775, under 
the Company's tonnage, 829 tons only, of 
which 92 tons were kintlege, and 737 tons 
conſiſted of goods and paſſengers, ſo that ſhe 
exceeded the builder's tonnage in the quan- 
tity of goods, &c. on the Company's ac- 
count, 21 tons only. 

The whole of this paſſage is curious 
enough, and worthy of the author; he firſt 
adds 50 tons to her builder's meaſure, and 
then works laboriouſly through ſeveral 
pages to reduce what was then called an un- 
warrantable quantity, when it ſuited the 
ſhipping-party, who cried out, that ſhe had 
got ſuch a cargo, as muſt in all probability 
link her; or if not, that the ſoldiers and 
ſailors muſt be abſolutely deſtroyed for want 
of room to breathe in; but they happened 
zuckily to be miſtaken in each aſſertion; 
lor ſhe carried the whole with great ſafety, 
- MY and 
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and what was ſtill more confounding, with: 
out one perſon's dying, or even being nick, 
in her voyage. 

I am not in poſſeſſion of the ſame damn- 
ing proots of this ſhip's cargo as of that of 
the Naſſau; either of which, however, muſt 
be Wbt to confound all the falſe prin- 
ciples he has laboured to eſtabliſh by his 
pamphlet; hall therefore reſt this point 
on the teſtimony of Sir Richard Hotham, 
who is huſband of the York, and declares 
that ſhe carried 1071 tons; whoſe know- 
ledge of that fact muſt be ſuperior, and 
whoſe veracity is, undoubtedly, as much to 
be depended on as this author's, 

After ſhewing how little dependence is 
. to be placed on the aſſertions of this author, 
he may think it very extraordinary that [ 
ſhould produce him as an evidence to prove, 
that a ſhip of 1,100 tons, builder's meaſure, 
which I have eſtimated to bring 1,450 tons 
of goods from China, may carry confider- 
ably more; yet, however unwillingly he 
may give his teſtimony, I ſhall take the li- 
berty ct calling him for the purpole He 
ſays, p. 24.---That 60 tons will be gained 
by a ſhip of 880 tons againſt a ſhip of 720 
tons, more than the proportional difference 
bf ſize between them. Therefore, as it is 
a fact incontrovertible, that the Grafton, a 
ſhip of 804 tons, builder's meaſure, has 
carried 1001 tons of goods for the Com- 
pany, from Benccolen 3 ; and it is admitted 


| ; by 
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by this author, that a difference of 150 tons 
in ſize, (which 1s the difference between 3 
ſhip of 720 and one of 880 tons) gives 69 
tons in favour of the larger ſhip on account 
of that difference, befides the proportional 
difference of their tonnage, it follows, that 
a ſhip of 1,100 tons, builder's meaſure, 
gains 111 tons on a ſhip of 804 tons, on 
account of 296 tons, the difference between 
their meaſures, beſides the proportional dif- 
ference, which is 283 tons; and conſe- 
quently, that a ſhip of 1,100 tons will carry 
1,494 tons of net goods from Bencoolen. 
But as this author alto declares, p. 57. that 
a ſhip of 8 80 tons can carry 40 tons more 
from China than from Bencoolen, and as it 
appears that the Grafton of 804 tons has 
brought 1,c01 tons from Bencoolen, it fol- 
lows,. proportionally, that a ſhip of , 100 
tons can carry 50 tons more from' China than 
from Bencoolen ; conſequently, that the can 
bring 1,540 tons of goods from China, 
_ Notwithſtanding this author's being fo 
ſtrong an evidence in my favour, I have too 
great a regard to truth to conceal his having 
miſtaken or miſ- ſtated the facts upon which 
the foregoing calculation is founded. He 
ſays a ſhip of 720 tons can carry 680 tons 
only from China. But it appears from the 
Company's books, that the Royal Captain 
of 676 tons, brought home 697 tons net 
goods for the Company, in 1773 ;=--the 
Cruttenden of 663 tons, 674 tons, in 1765 
| r 
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the Glatton of 663 tons, 700 tons, in 1770 ; 
and the Britiſh King of 663 tons, 717 tons, 
in 1765 ;---all from China, beſides the pri- 
vate trade. Is this author really ſo ignorant, 
with all his boaſted practiual experience, as 
not to know of any of thoſe facts, or did 
he chooſe to wink at them ? 

It happens, unluckily for him and his 
clients, that he has deſtroyed this favourite 
offspring of his brain by a few unlucky 
ſtrokes of his pen; but it is to be hoped his 
friends will never conſider it in any other 
light than chance medley ; for it muſt ap- 
| pear very plainly through the reſt of his pam» 

phlet, that he has laboured hard to favour 
the ſhipping party, and particularly thoſe 
of the ſmaller ſhips belonging to Black wall. 
Nor is it quite impoſſible, that his declaring 
a ſhip of 720 tons cannot carry more than 
680 tons from China might have been de- 
figned as a favour to his former brethren, 
the Commanders, whom he knows to have 
paid very extravagant prices for their ſhips ; 
and therefore, perhaps, thinks they ought 
to be allowed /uficient room to reimburſe 

themſelves. | - 
It muſt be very diſagreeable to any one 
who endeavours to come at truth, to find 
a heap of fallacies induſtriouſly piled 
up, in order to obſtruct the paſſage. Tt 
would be a tireſome buſineſs to be obliged 
to remove the whole heap at once ; nor 
have I leiiure even, at preſent, for a buſineſs 
of the kind ; but it is hoped, that ſuch a 
| ſufficient 
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ſufficient quantity of it is removed, on this 
occaſion, as to admit any one who means to 
urſue the ſame road to a clear view of that 

fide on which it lies. | 
I have made no eſtimate in the foregoing 
accounts relative to demorage, which has 
hitherto been an article of conſiderable ex- 
pence to the Company, and which has ariſen 
chiefly from the wilful delay of the officers, 
in order to have the longer time for the diſ- 
poſal of their clandeſtine cargoes, which is 
one of the evils propoſed to be remedied by 
the Company's navigating their own ſhips. 
It muſt be admitted, that ſome expence is 
to be expected on this account from unavoid- 
able accidents; but I muſt declare my 1n- 
ability of ſtating it with any degree of pre- 

ciſion. | 

The prevention of the pernicious trade 
of ſmuggling, ſo generally practiſed by the 
Commanders of the Company's ſhips, can 
never be attained whilit the ſhips-huſbands 
continue to have the nomination of them, 
nor can it reaſonably be hoped for, even 
whilſt they are ſuffered to purchaſe their 
ſtations at exorbitant prices; from which it 
mult be a ſufficient evidence (if there were no 
other proof than the payment of ſuch ſums 
for what can hardly be deemed worth one 
fourth by fair dealings) of the purpoſes for 
which it is given. The Directors will then, 
certainly, have it in their power to put an 
effectual bar to ſuch proceedings, by Ati 
the 


P 7 


——— — 


x 


be - > — — — = _— 
— — — 1 — _ = 

= — * . — — — * Pa 1: l l =_ 

— 2 — — err —— K 2 

-2 Suga. 2 — — 1 * 2 2 1 Su 3 ” 0 = £ * - 

- x r - * - WITS ww. Oy 4 R X c 2, 
> e- Pr * 64 — — — - X 
. 5 — — I 4 > D — 

* — —— 22 — \ 2252 


( 32 ) 
the abſolute appointment of all the ſhips 
officers, and laying them under an irrever- 
fible penalty of diſmiſſion from the Com- 
pany's ſervice on the breach of it; ſo tbat 
dy an abſolute prohibition of any kind of 
trade from India, and a proper increaſe of 
their outward- bound trade, with admiſſion 
of returning the produce of it from India, 
and a ſuitable recompence for the trade hi- 
therto allowed from thence, they will find 
their ſituation, upon the whole, probably, 
much better. The ſales of the Company 
muſt increaſe in proportion to the decreaſe 
of their clandeſtine trade, and the public 
revenue will be benefitted in proportion to 
the increaſe of the ſales at the India-Houſe. 
By the propoſed ſcheme of the Company's 
building and navigating their own ſhips, it 
can hardly be imagined to intend, that the 
ſhould really become thip-builders them- 
ſelves, eſpecially in England ; but that they 
ſhould contract for their building in the 
ſame manner the ſhip-huſbands do at pre- 
ſent, under the inſpection of the proper 
officers ; nor is it intended by any means, 
that any (hip already built, or now building, 
by permiſſion of the Company, ſhould be 
laid aſide until the uſual term. be compleated 
but that by the time each ſhip ſhall be worn 
out, another may be ready to replace her; 
ſo that a few new ſhips only will be neceſ- 
ſiry to be provided at a time, though the 


ſooner they are prepared for, and the longer 
| | a time 


| A 
time they are building, the more ſerviceable 
they will be found. Neither will there be 
any conſiderable fund neceſſary for the pur- 

oſe, as it appears very evidently, that a 
large (hip, according to the uſual prices that 
have been paid by the Company for freight, 
will amply repay the firſt coſt, and all ex- 

ences of her voyage, with inſurance and 
intereſt, by the return of her firſt cargo; 
and by the return of the ſecond cargo, ſhe 
will have produced a ſufficient profit to pay 
for a {ſecond new ſhip, and her firſt outlet ; 
ſo that by the profits ſaved on thirty to forty 
cargoes, all the ſhipping that can be neceſ- 
ſary for the Company's ule, will, in fact, 
be paid for; and after compleating that 
buſineſs; all the ſubſequent cargoes will be 
brought home at . 15 per ton for freight, 
and all future ſhips provided without any 
additional] expence. 

Abſtracted from the immenſe IPA very 


8 evidently to be derived from the ſcheme 


propoſed, it muſt be attended with a further 
benefit of equal importance, and as highly 
deſerving the ſerious attention of the Com- 
pany ; that is, the ſafety which it muſt at- 
ford to their ſettlements in India, and alſo 
to their trade. The large ſhips intended 
for the China and Bencoolen cargoes ſhould 
be originally conſtructed in ſuch a manner, 
as to be readily converted into ſhips of 
force ; and by having guns proper for them, 
at the different ſettlements, with additional 
F ſeamen 
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. gency, they will be found equal, if not ſu- 


nois, in the former war, which did the 


. ruined them ablolutely, were it not for the 


fince the deſtruction of that ſettlement, the 


duſtry to put the Iſland of Mauritius into a 


| apprehended by the Company 1s from ſome 
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ſeamen to be put on board upon any emer- 


perior, to any ſhips that may be likely to 
attack them in that quarter; for it is eer- 
tain, the principal naval force that has ever 
been employed againſt the Company, con- 
ſiſted of large trading ſhips converted into 
men of war; and the greateſt injuries ever 
ſuſtained by the Company have proceeded 
from theſe. The fleet under La Bout don- 


Company fo much injury, and would have 


diſſentions that aroſe between him and the 
Governor of Pondicherry, conſiſted almoſt 
entirely of ſuch. And in the laſt war, moſt 
of the ſhips employed by the French in 
India were of the ſame kind. They. had 
been always prepared at Pondicherry” for 
aſſiſting in any buſineſs of this nature ; and 


French have laboured with unremitting in- 


proper ſtate for effecting the like purpoſes. 

If a fleet of any conſiderable force ſhould 
be fent from France to India, it myſt ne- 
ceſlarily alarm our Government, and oblige 
them to ſend a ſufficient force immediately 
after them ; but the principal danger to be 


ſudden and unexpected attempt, which, 
without extraordinary penetration, may very 


plainly be perceived to be the intent of the 
French, 


8 

French, by the number of troops they are 
conſtantly ſending to the Iſland of Mau- 
ritius, which, certainly, are not intended 
merely for its defence; and from whence, 
it is very evident, they meditate ſomethin 

of the kind, and wait only for a favourable 
opportunity of carrying it properly into exe- 
cution. What they could never have at- 
tained by force, they have often effected by 
inſidiouſneſs and art; and it may be ex- 
pected they will watch every advantage, 
and exert every power to finiſh in the Eaſt, 
what they have ſo ſucceſsfully begun in the 
Weſt. 

There are generally ſome of the King's 
ſhips ſtationed in India, and the trade of 
the Company will always require their hav- 
ing a good many large ſhips there to take 
in their returning cargoes, Some of theſe, 
upon any appearance of danger, might ſoon 
be armed and titted out to join them, which 
muſt aſſiſt greatly in defending their ſettle- 
meats and trade, or annoying their ene— 
mies; and a knowledge of the Company's 
having ſuch a reſource within their reach, 
will, perhaps, be the ſureſt means of pre- 
venting the French, or any other power in 
India, from any bottle attempts againſt 
them. 

A war may ſuddenly break cut in Eu- 
rope, when it may not conſiſt with the pub- 
he fafety to ſend convoys with the Eaf 
India ſhips; in ſuch a cz ſe, it will be in the 

Fl power 


— 
— = — = 
— — _ 
—_ — @ 4 =" x - © 
> 


—- 


£ 4a avs tov ww 
—_ ﬀ 1 2 


< I . <- a | 6X4 
| „ . —_ . » - 2 p \ - * 8 — 8 - Lat — — . * 
_ = _ - . _ — — = — —— 1 ry þ & 
PAY — = Sos — — ———— 2 — — — f * SS of 2 
— © x we b l - - — 22 — 2 — — Y . 2 
=> os 293 — _— —— — 2 4 * CJ 2 — n 5 2 2 2 1 
Fo gn ro . py ; f * 5 — l — 4 — — — ol —— — £5 — RT - f 2 = 
r — > " r — — . _—_ — ——_— 2 22 > : 26 92:79 . k 95 — 3 — . 44 — 
p 5 = e 2 — 4 
8 * ” , . g 4 4. 68 . N —— — * ä " IS — a * 1 - A. —— - 
,- * 49 5 - * , — — — — ' 25% — 5 4 * - — N 8 * o . 
town * - * = - - 4 * — - TT * 
oo 
" ” 


LY 
WA 


7 
— 
— — — 


ſafeguard to the reſt ; and added to this, 


the Company's inveſtments, at whatever | 
price they plcaſe to impoſe, that I ſhould 


Bombay and Surat, where ſhips of any ſize 
may be built, and where teak wood, which 
is better timber for the purpoſe than oak, 
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power of the Company to arm ſome of their 
own veſſels with ſufficient force to be a 


there muſt always be a numberof large ſhips 
in the river for the buſineſs of the Company, 
which may be immediately armed upon any 
ſudden emergency, when the Royal navy 
may, perhaps, be elſewhere employed; 10 
that they may poſlibly be found a reſource 
of ſafety to this kingdom, as well as to the 
Company's ſettlements in India. | 
Upon the whole, a meaſure of this kind 
opens ſo wide a proſpect of advantage on all 
ſides, except to the ſhipping party, Who 
have got into poſſeſſion of the carriage of 


think it almoſt impoſſible for any other men 
in their ſenſes not to embrace it; nor can I 
perceive one rational objection to its being 
immedictely adopted by the Company. The 
profits that muſt ariſe from it are demon- 
ſtrable; and the trifling objection that may 
poſſibly be made to the Company's building 
ſhips of ſo large a ſize, on account of its 
leſſening the quantity of large timber for 
the navy, can be of no weight, when it is 
conſidered, that it will always be moſt pru- 
dent-and profitable for the Company to have 
the greater part of their ſhipping built at 


may 


( 37 ) 


may be had in plenty, and- the ſhips alfs | 


built under the inſpection of the proper of- 


ficers of the Company, and at much leſs 


expence than they can poſſibly be built for 
in England. I muſt, therefore, moſt heartily 


- approve the meaſure, and applaud the wiſ- 

dom of the Directors, who have taken the 
buſineſs, in this ſhape, under their conſide- 
ration; and can hardly imagine it poſſible 
to meet with any oppoſition, except by the 
ſhipping party; but if, by their uſual ma- 
nagement, they ſhould happen to ſucceed at 
the India-Houſe, the Proprietors may be 
always certain of finding relief, by a proper 
application to Parliament, from whom they 
can hardly fail of obtaining very effectual 


? 
- 


redreſs on this, or any ſuch flagrant injury. 


„„ 


F ; 


* 
* - 
i 
WE 
3 3 
= 
5 5 
1 
0 P 
\ 
__ 
9 = 
bn 
& 
% * 
= 1 
b « Fi 
. 4" 
\ 
is * 4 
E * 
1 „ 
— 
4 . l 
' A 4 _ 
7H . 
b] 1& " — 
4 28 r 
r 3 
D 
HA 15 * 5 
N 11 
, 5 13 * * 
„ * 
. 1 : 
=_ ” 6B 
\ 12 N 
o o 
* 
SS 
4, "7D > 
1 N 
3 r p 
16.2 
13 


— ———ů ů ͤů5;ð³4 
8 — * 
N — 


Y 


l —_ 
1 — — 


Pl oe! 


= 2 2 1 
A a * — | wg — 
3 . 5 N 
— a 
« 1 * = 
. : 


A - - =_ \ 
— 8 SS — 
_ — » - w_ Pa „ 
——ů — : | 
- - by 2 —— — ee 
— — 8 5 . 
. — = | 
* G — — 
- — —_—___ * 
— 4 — — 
2 


„ A” > Bo 
; * 4 $* . 4 1 - „ Po. 4 
l 2 0 1 & __—_ : ww F 
x » "+ . g * * 5 3 ” 
w 8 f = + 7 5 * * FY P 
4 G1 4 
- - d 
7 * CET 


INN if che Preben br Sober, add 
-of the Council of Madraſs, fairly ſtated; 


3 & Obſervations and Remarks on the Condudk 
firs 70 both . well as of Colonel Stuart. 


ice 13 8. 64. 


. 1 6, 
- 2 £57 


IO Letter to the Right fi Honourable Lord ares ä | 
| * Ty peck 


In the. Remenibeanath; No.. 23, is a brief 
State of the Controverſy relative to Tanjore, nd q 
an Account of the Impriſonment of Lord Pigot, 
Price 18. And in the Remembrancer, Number 18.4 I 
is a Recapitulation of all the principal Facts 8. 


ſpecting the Eaſt India Company's Affairs, from 


1772 to the preſem Time. Erice 16. 
| 11 


. Proceedings of the Gorwndt and Council at 


Fort William, reſpecting the Adminiſttation of 


2 ep the Natives in Bengal, Price 
amp let conte Re RO 204 


| ue * _— 

The preſent State the Britiſh Intereſt i 
India. Witk à Plan for eſtabliſnimg a regulary 
Syſtem of Government in that Coun Price 35. 4 


The Right, Intereſt and Duty of the State, 28 
concerned in the Affairs of the Eaſt- Indies. Bl 
T. Pownall, Eſq. Price 18. | 


. I 


. 
F 
8 
ws 
A 


” The True Alarm. Price 28. pry 


Printed for J. Cots pe Butlingrandl | 
| Houſe, in Piccadilly, 


